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ENVIRONMENTAL ATTITUDES AMONG SCIENCE MAJORS AND NON-MAJORS 
Barbara McKee 
(Solomon Isiorho, Associate Professor of Geosciences) 
Department of Geosciences, School of Arts and Sciences 
The purpose of this paper is to explore students' attitudes about the environment. Many believe 
that population growth is the most detrimental problem affecting the environment. Granted 
population growth is a problem, but, attitudes about environmental issues are the real problem. 
Many of us do not consider the impact that we as individuals create. This may be due to 
inadequate education about environmental issues on local and global levels. A lack of 
understanding about the severity of problems should be of concern to everyone. 
Are people with a science background more intuitive and knowledgeable about the environment? 
An eleven-question survey has been designed to poll attitudes among science majors and non­
majors. The survey begins by asking the basic question "Are you concerned with the 
environment?" In addition, it addresses the subjects of limited resources, leaving the 
environment intact for future generations, and overpopulation. An open-ended question has been 
provided for students' comments. The survey should indicate that adequate education within the 
sciences about environmental issues will raise consciousness and improve attitudes about the 
environment. Results from approximately two hundred surveys will be analyzed and presented. 
Education is the key to improving attitudes, and this, in tum, should promote a healthy 
environment by raising awareness about issues that concern us all. 
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